PRE-WAR  RUSSIA
Tsarist regime, Mr. Stephen Graham, in the course of a description
of a personal tour along the Black Sea coast and a visit to the
Urals in 1911 and 1912, respectively, averred that: "Conditions of
the employment of labour are so bad that they preach in them-
selves without books and pamphlets. Not all the skill and courage;
brutality and diplomacy of the officials will stem the flood. Russian
workmen combine more readily than English, have less care of
their skins, less regard of the consequences. They are only kept in
check by the tremendous odds at present against them."1
Respecting Tuapse, a famous watering-place on the Black Sea
coast, Mr. Graham wrote: "Tuapse is beautiful from a distance,
but when you get into it, 'tis the most untidy place that was ever
called a health resort; a confusion of little streets and bad shops,
dirty coffee-houses, fruit-barrows, and dust. Even the sea, which
a mile away is jewel-like and gleaming, is stirred up and refuse-
strewn. Russians truly have little idea of what a watering-place
should be."2
The conditions of Tuapse was typical of the other watering-
places of Russia, such as Sotchi, and for that matter of most other
towns of Russia. Mr. Graham continued: "Sotchi is undrained. It
has no canalization. But then out of the seven hundred and fifty-two
towns of European Russia, over seven hundred are without drains.
Even those which may be said to be drained are without the
familiar earthenware pipes; scooped-out logs are employed, fixed
in an inclined plane! There is not one sanitary town in the whole
Empire."3
At that time Russian cities were raising loans abroad for municipal
development. Mr. Graham was under no delusions as to how they
would be spent. He declared: "Several Russian cities have been
borrowing money lately in the European market; I have seen the
prospectuses of loans to Moscow and Nikolaef at least, and I think
these cities raised the money they asked for. I am afraid not much
of that money will be spent on the drains. The money, alas, will go
chiefly to enrich an army of adipose bribe-taking officials and
1 Changing Russia.                              2 Ibid.                              8 Ibid.
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